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THIRTIETH CONGRESS-FIRST SESSION.

Repo1t No. 491.
[To accompany bill II. R. No. 80.)

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
DEAF AND DUMB.

APRiL 18, 1848.
Mr. PuTNA:-1, from the Committee on Public Lands, made the following

•

REPORT:

The Committee on Public Lands, to whon "J)aS referred tlie bill to
promote the education of the indigent deaf and dumb, ltave liad
t/1,e same under consideration, and ask leave to report:
That a memorial of the directors of the New York institution for
the instruction of the deaf and dumb, asking for an endowment of
land for the benefit of that institution, was presented to Congress
at its last session, and was referred to a select committee; that
such committee had the same under consideration, and gnve to the
subject of the memorial a full and elaborate examination, as appears in the very a~le and interesting report made on that occasion ;
which report your committee adopt as a part of their report. With
such report, the select committee introduced the bill referred to
your committee: which is general in its provisions, gil'iog to all
the States an equal opportunity of sharing in tl1e benign objects of
the bill.
•
In view of the great importance of education, and especially un<1er our political institutions, the government has heretofore manifested a liberal and becoming spirit in contributions of the public
lands ; but se ldom, however, is its charity solicited for the support
of an object more worthy or better entitle<l to its favors tt.an the
one under consideration. Two of the States of the Union have
heretofore received grants for a.. similar purpose. The committee
recommend the passage of the bill, with an amendment exclutlingthose States which have already received a grant of land for the
like object.
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OF

REPRESENTATivEs .- February 17, 1847.

The Select Committee, to who11i was referred tlie m emor ial of the
Directors of the New York Institution for tlie Instruction of the
Deaf and Dumb, submit tlie foltowi"g report:
T he memorialists ask, for tl1e New Y ork I nstitution fo r t he in struction of t he Deaf ::ind Dumb, an endowment of land by act of
C ongress.
This applicat ion i s a renewal of one which was present ed as early
a s 1824, and w hich met with favorable consideration; a bill making:
the desired grant having actually passed the Bouse of Represen tatives, but failing by not being reached in the SPnate, from the p ress
of business at the close of the session. Brought forward again at
a subsequent session, it again failed in precisely the same manner.
Notwithstandiug the favorab]e foeling thus manifested towards
the application, the expense of sending a delegation to the seat of
gove!·nment to urge its consideration, and the uncertainty of the
r esult, appear t o ha.e deterred the directors from immediately re-n ewing it. In the mean ti111e, the institution has won the confidence
of the legislature of its own State, whose patronage has been suffi cient to give it a high degree of ust:!fulness and p llVsperity. I t has,
fo r some years past, had a greater number of pupils than any similarinstitution in the world, that of L ondon only excepted . T o accommodate this large and still increasing number, considerable adclit ion s t o the build ings have recently bec'ome necessary. As the
i nstitut ion has no peimanent funds, t hese additions could on ly be
made by i ncurring a debt; and it is i n the hope of gaining relief
from p ecunia ry embarrassments, which it is feare d may affect it s
fut u re usefulness , tha t the appl icati on i s now re newed.
It may be safely affirmed that none of our acts meet with more
g en eral an d c heerful acquiescence on t he pa rt of our constituents
than those by w hich we mak e p rovision for th e great interests of
educat ion, a nd those by whi ch we exercise the right of bestowing
portions of the vast national domain in gifts worthy of n ational
beneficen ce. I n numerous cases, grants of the- publ:c lands, not
only when made to foster national interests, or to testify national
gratitude, but, as in the case of the exiled Poles, when inte nd ed
as a simple act of b e nevolen ce, have been unequivocally sanctioned
by public sentiment.
I t is universa'ly conceded to be one of the highest duties of a
republican government to provide facilities for the education of
every class of it~ citizens. U nder our fed eral system the more imm~diate care of this interest is indeed appropriately left to the
State gove rnments; but though Congress is thus relieved from the
labor and responsibili~y of adjusting the detail s of a system of common schools, or of det ermining h ow ma ny and w hat kind of seminaries are wanted, it is not a bs ol'1ed from the duty of aiding from
its more ample means such seminaries, in cases in which the limited
resources of the Sta tes would prove inadequate.
I t is certainly j ust and p roper that the aid of the g ene ral govern~
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ment should be the most frequently ancl liberally extended to the
younger and feebler members of the confederacy . The reser,ation
of one square mile in every thirty-six for the support of primary
schools, and of l arge tracts in each of the new States for higher
seminaries, was a great and felicitous conception, worthy of men
legislating for a new era in the ,\•oriel' s history. Such generous provision for the higher wants of posterity is as rare as is the spectacl e of a 'l'ast wilderness to-day, transformed into p opulous and civilized States to-morrow.
S till the claims of seminaries of le~irning and of institutions of
b enevolence in the older States to some degree of aid and favor
from the general government, have been repeatedly ailmittccl. \Ve
n eerl only refer to the grants to two institutions for the deaf and
dumb, (one of tbem situated in an eastern State peculiarly fortunate
in the amount of its own education fund,) and to the numerous
cases in which the duties on books and ir.slruments iinprirted for
lit~rary seminaries have been remitted. \Ve may further add that,
in the view of many, the strongest of the reasons urged for depositin g the surplus revenue with the States was, that it would enable them to make more effectual provision for the education of
their people.
Whether regarded in the light of an act of benevol ence, or of a
duty which a government instituted for the sole benefit of the people, and 1esting for support on popular intelligence and virtue,
owes to the cause of national education, no worthi er objects of
national munificence can be found than the institutions for the instruction of the deaf and dumb.
The elevation of this once wretched and neglected class of our
fellow beings to the social and religi ous privileges of their kindred, and to the moral and intellectual dignity of men, is one of
the proud est triuo1phs of science ~.ncl of Christian philanthropy.
With the sages of antiquity the impossibility o f instructing the deaf
a nd dumb had passed into a proverb. ~ The celebrated code of
J ustinian <lenied to them the power of making civil cont,acts; and
even the kindiy feeling and compassion which their misfortune
ought at leas t to call forth, has been avert ed from them by popular
superstition , which regarded them, in some countries, as cliangelings, the offspring of a semi-demoniac race of beings, palmed upon
h uwan foster parentst in others, as living monuments of the Divine
d ispleasure, whose existence was a disgrdCe to the families in which
they were found. The mind cannot contemplate, without a shudd er, the condition of a human being, gifted with capacities for
knowl edge and happiness which education might haYe unfolded,
thus thrust out from human sympathy an d companionship; cut off
• Aristotle sanctioned this opinion; o.nd the poet L ucretius expre~sed it in two lines, which
l1ave been thus t.-anslated:
" To instruct the deaf no nrt could ever rc11ch ;
No care impro\·o them, and no wisdcm teach."
tSee Scott's novel, "Peveril of the Peak." Such prejudices aprcar to have been 1nost
common in Scotland.
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even from the consolations of religion, without enjoyment in life,
and without hope in death.
Though this is no exaggerated picture of the lot of thousands, it
'is true that all uneducated mutes have not been equally wretched
and degraded . Their misfortune (and it is strange that a discovery
so simple should have been made so late) consists not so much in
their own inability to learn the spoken language of those around
them, as in the imperfection of their dialect of gestures, and in the
negle·ct of their friends to learn it and aid in improving it.
Hence there have been some who, blessed with kind and attentive companions, and favored by a rare mental organization, have
acquired some glimmerings of knowledge, and somt' means of social enjoyment. When we reflect what minds so gifted might have
become with the higher advantages which an institution affords, we
seem to have some glimpse of the divme progress which opens to
our race in that higher state of existence beyond this world.
Unfortunately, the cases are far more numerous in which uneducated deaf mutes, learning evil by evil example, and deprived,
t hrough the imperfections of their dialect of signs, of the knowledge and the religious instruction that might counterbalance t he
evil, have become a burden to their connexions and to themselves.
T here occurs to us a fearfu l, fortunately a rare .instance of t he
extreme wretchedness which uneducated mutes sometimes inflict on
their fami lies and themselves. A farmer in Maine, of the name of
M ayo, had a deaf and dumb son, a young man of strong and quick
passions. These , it will readily be conceived, would gain strength
from l1is ignorance of the motives of those around him, and fro m
the superior ad\ antages enjoyed· by his hearing brothers; leading
to tormenting suspicions, and a keen sense of injustice. Up on
some provocation, the nature of which is not recollected, he set
fire to his father's barn. Confined for this act in a public jail, in
the ungovernable fury of his passion he tore out his own eyes, and
in this condition, deaf, dumb, blind, and in jail, be lived forty
years.*
·
From this dark picture we gladly turn to the contemplation of
the blessings which education has conferred upon the deaf an d
dumb . T o those who witnessed the in teresting and satisfactory
exhibition of pupils of the New York institution, held in this ball
in April last, further remarks on this point will be superfluous.
The graceful deportment, the happy and animated countenances,
and the Iemarkable intellectual attainments of these deaf mutes,
will not"be forgotten by those who saw them.
The Abbe De Epee, whose labors in behalf of the deaf and dumb
began in 1760, though not the first instructor of deaf mutes, was
the first whose zeal, whose writings, and whose example -of disinterested benevolence awakened a durable interest in the fate of
these our unfortunate brethren, and led the way to the establishment of institutions for their instruction. Since the commence• Died in 18431 at the age of 70.
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ment of the present century, these institutions, sharing in the
c heering progress of othe r kindred interests, have i:nultipliecl fro m
three or four to one hun dred and sixty in Europe-the greater
n umber of them supported by the governments of the respective
countries; and the remainder, particularly those in the .British
isles, by private benevolence. Institutions exclusively for pupils
abl e to pay their own expenses are very rare, and the numbe~ of such
p upils in public institutions ~cldom amounts to ten in a hundred .
T he instruction of the deaf and dumb was introduced into the
U nited States in 1817, by the Rev. Mr. Gallaudet, of H artford .
T he institution of New York was founded the following year, a nd
others haH since succcssiYely sprung up. There are n-ow public
incorporale1I institutions in ten Stntes. Ten other States, which
h a ve n o institutions, still make provision for the education of their
indigent deaf mutes in the instilu1ions of neighboring States. In
the ten institutions, eight hundred deaf mutes are actually under
instruction, nine-tenths of whom are supported by appropriations
made by law. The number who have been instructed is not far
fr om two thousand .
Dut, though the labors of the friends of the deaf mute have been
thus far crowned witb succesi:, much yet remains to be done even
in t h e northern and midd le States, while at the south and ,vest the
work is but just begun.
•
Enumerations of the deaf mute prohibition have been made in
the United States, and in seYeral of the countries of Europe. The
details of these enurneratious, digested with much care arid labor,
are contained in the 18th and 23d annual reports of the New York
i n~titution. A portion of these details will be given in statistical
t ab les annexed to this report. It is unnecessary here to repeat more
thun the general results that Lear upon the subject intrusted to t he
committee. ,ve find that the number of deaf mutes in the Un ioo,
as returnE>d by the census of 1840, was seven thousand six hundred
an d fifty-nine; but as there a1e conclusive reasons to believe that
this was then below t e actual number, by at least one-fourth, and
as it is known that the number of deaf mutes increases in a ratio
n ot differin~ greatly from the ratio of increas.; of the whole population , which would give a further increase of one-fifth since 1840, the
p resent deaf mute population of t he whole Union, including T exas,
may be safely set down at oYer eleven thousand, of whom at least
ten thousand are by birthright free citizens of the r€'publi". T his
large number seems to be distributed with a remarkable approach
t o equality in every part of the country. There is har·t1 ty any
county or considerable town in the Union which does not contain
one or more deaf mutes; and no section with a population of half
a million which docs no: contain more than one hundred and fifty .
'l'h e average proportion caunot be estimated at less than one in
sixt een hundred. In other words, one child in every sixteen hundred is eiJher born denf; or deprived of he:aring in infancy by some
o f those diseases or casualties which so easily derange the delicate
organization of child ren. The cases of the latter descrip t ion a re
believed to make more than half of the whole·number; and this
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gives ~ new interest to the subject, pressing it home to the bosom
of every parent, of every brother, among us. Since the los!< of
bearing occurring at any time before the chi ld has learned to read
cuts it off from all the ordinary means of intellectual and moral
culture, who can know that the most promising of his own children may not be thus affiicted7
We have said that our ten institutions for deaf mutes now contain about seven hundred pupils. Five hundred of these (an d a
much larger proportion of those who have heretofore been instructed) are from the States north and east of the Potomac. Yet
even in those States we know that the provision now made is inadequate. • What, then, must it be at the south and west, where,
among probably five thousand deaf mutes, not more than two hundred receive instruction? If even in the comparatively favored
northern State's there yet remain several hundred deaf mutes for
whom institutions have opened their doors in vain , at the south and
west there are thousan<ls-thousands of American citizens, who
never heard of Washington or of Franklin, of Bunker hill or of
Yorktown-thousands who, living iu a Christian land, and perhaps
kneeling daily at the altar of a Christian family, know not that
there is a future state of existence, punishment for sin beyond
what man can inflict, or a Saviour for the penitent.
Our compassion has been justly invoked in behalf of the blind;
yet to them come the voices of parent and brother, sister and
friend, cheering their material darkne~s with intellectual and
moral light. Education augments their comfort, their sources of
enjoyment, their means of subsisten ce ; but they need not to be
collected into institutions, or to be taught to read, in order to
restore them to the sympathy and companionship, to the hopes,
the aspirations, and the lofty privileges of their race. For them,
institutions will do much ; for the deaf and dumb, they must do
every thing.
,
If it be admitted that the instruction of the deaf and dumb is an
object worthy of national aid and favor, and that the provision
already made for two State institutions ought in justice to be
extended to others, there is no institution in the Union which can
present stronger claims than that of New York. The high character of its direction, the zeal and success of its instructors, and the
value of its annual reports and other publications, have won for it
a reputation that has given new lustre to the character of our institutions in the eyes of Europe, and have lent a new and powe1ful
impulse to the cause of deaf mute education at home. The elementary books for the use of the deaf and dumb, prepared by Mr.
:Peet, the presiaent of this institution, and published at its expense, are the only works of the. kind in the English language
that have attained gen eral favor, or have come into general use.
These books have been adopted into all the American institutions,
except one or two, and though so recentfy published, have already
won their way, against the anti-American prejudices of English
teachers, into some schools in the British ,isles, and in British
India.
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Though this institution has n ever received any aid from the
general government, and ha~ no p ermanent funds except its investments in buildings, it recei\"Cs pupils from other States at less than
the actual cost of board and tuition, and has even supported and
educated several such gratuitously. I ts numerous and valuable
publications-among which we may specify the report of its delegate to the schools of Germ.Jny-have been distributed gratuitously
for the benefit of the cause thronghout the Union.
We have already referred to the pecuniary embarrassments
which have prompted Hie present application. As the institution
has risen in publie estimation, the number of its pupils has increased so rapidly that within thirteen years it has three times
become necessary to en large the buildings, Like most of our
public institutions of education, it receives on account of pupils
less than its actual expenses. Though other sources of income, .
chiefly provided by tbe munificence of the legislature of New
York, make up for ordinary purposes that deficiency, still, several
years must elapse before t he debt of twenty thousand dollars, incurred on account of the last enlargement of the buildings, can be
discharged from the oi-dinary resources of the institution ; and in
the mean time i ts usefu lness will l;,e diminished, and its conductors will be reduced to the painful necessity of refusing or
deferring numerous app lications now pending for the admission of
indigent pupils.
But thol.lgh, in urging the claims of the Ne,v York institution,
we urge the claims of the largest and most useful institutions on
this side of the Atlantic, representing one-seventh of the deaf
mute population of the Union, we are far from desiring that it
should receive any exclusive favors, or that the claims of sister
institutions should be neglected. The institutions of Connecticut,
Pennsylvania, Kentucky , Ohio, Virginia, Indiana, North Carolina,
Illinois, and Tennessee, are well conducted, and have d"one, as
we believe, all the good which their means and the short time
most of them have been in operation would a.dmit. Each of these
institutions is designed to supply the wants of a large and populous State; and your committee respectfully recommend an appropriation of land to each of them, as well as to the institution of
New York. The grant of a township of land would relieve
seyeral of thetn from serious pecuniary embarrassments, while it
would greatly promote the usefulness and prosperity of all.
To your committee it also appears proper and equitable to extend a similar grant to each of the States which have as yet no
public incorporated institutions for deaf mutes, provided each State
receiving the grant will, by law, appropriate it as a fund for the
instruction of the deaf and dumb.
Some of these States will probably }?refer- to send their deaf
mute pupils for instruction to institutions in neighboring States,
as several of them now do, finding this better, both in point of
expense and of thoroughness of instruction, than to establish
schools for their own small number of deaf mutes. A large institution, with buildings, library, and apparatus already provided~
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can afford to receive an additional m.imber of pupils, at a much
cheaper rate than it will cost to establ ish and maintain a new institution for this additional number; and it is obvious that the
former, by the greater experience of its instructors, the better
classification of its pupils, and its superior facilities in teaching
t rades, will have many advantages for imparting a thorough education .
Still there are several large States (some of which are now suf.ficiently populous to ;urnish pupds for an institution, and others
will be in a few years more) which will, on account of the distance
from i nstitutions already established, or for other reasons, find it
advisable to establish schools for deaf mutes within their own limits,
l eaving each State to de cide for itself whether it is more advisable·
to found a new institution, or send its indigent deaf mutes to e.n
i nstitution in another State. Your committee recommend that a
township of Ja;1d be granted to each State in the Union for this object.
I t .may seem unequal to give, for instance, as much to Arkansas
or to Florida, with only one representative, as to New York wi-th
thirty-four. Your committee would gladly embrace any feasible
mode of obviating this objection; but it must be recoll.ected that
all the States with l ess than four or five rer, resentatives, excepting·
two, are but just beginning to be settled, and will, within a few
years, rival Ohio and Virginia, if not New York, in population.
As this distribution is to be made once for all, a distri.bution in the
1·atio of present population would be very unjust to the new States.
A bill embracing these provisions was introduced into Congress.
more than twenty years ago. That it failed, is much to be regretted. Had it passed, it would have given an impetus.. to the
movements in behalf of the deaf and dumb much beyond their
actual rate of progress for the last twenty years. Many, whose
chance for instruction has now gone by forever, might have been
educated under the proposed grant. Bven now the measure would
be attended by great and obvious .b enefits. In ten States of the
Union (counting ·Wisconsin, now forming a State government, for
one) there is no provision whatever for the education of indigent
<lea!' routes, an d in seyeral others the provision is far from adequate. A grant from the general government would awaken the
citizens and legislatures of these States to the importance of the
subject, an d be the means of unspeakable blessings to hundreds,
w ho wi ll probably be otherwise abandoned to ignorance and wretchedness for life.
Justir.e, however, would seem to require that the grant to a State
w hich sends its deaf mutes to another State to be educated, should
not be as large as to a State which has built up an institution of
i ts own. T he latter State is fo r the most part at the whole exp ense of erecting buildings and putting the institution into operat ion, expenses usually amounting to many thousands of dollars, while
the charge to pupils from other States is never more (often much
less) than t he current annual expenses for each pupil. A grant of
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-a whole town ship to a State institution which has or had a si:te to
' purchase, and buildings to erect, is less than a grant of half a
t ownship to a State whose wants are supplied by an institution in a
neighboring State.
Another argument in favor of the discrimination proposed is
found in the fact that the ten States in which there are institutions
contained, in 1840, more than two-thirds of all the deaf and d•lmb
i n the Union- From the statistical tables annexed to this report,
it will be seen that while the States which contain institutions
average four hundred and fifty-six white deaf and dumb p_ersons in
each, the States which contain no institutionfi average only one
hundred and ten. Thus, while the discrimination proposed will reduce the whole amount of the grants nearly one half, it will render
the benefits conferred much more equal.
Since, however, some of the States which have no institutions
for the deaf and dumb are extensive, and remote from established
institutions, they may hereafter, when their population and resources have increased, find it desirable to establish such instibutions within their limits. In such cases, it is obviously just that
1novision should be made to give the balance of the township of
land to each institution which shall be hereafter incorporated and
endowed by a State. The danger of an injudicious multiplication
of institutions, which some have apprehended would be the effect
of the bill formerly introduced into Congress, may be sufficiently
gi.iarded against by a provision that the State shall, from its own
funds, endow the institution with a certain sum before it can claim
t he fu ll grant of land, and by restricting this grant to a single institution in each State .
T he only possible objection which your committee can conceive
to the proposed grants is the state of the national finances, exh austed by an expensive war. But this is in fact no objection.
No money will , under these grants, be drawn from the treasury,
and it is not probable that any will be diverted from it during the
continuance of the present war, as it must be some time before the
lands can be' located and brought into the market. The benefit to
the schools in public confidence, in improved credit, and in encouragement to educational improvement, will commence with the
passage of the law. The loss to the national treasury will be remote, if, indeed, it will ever be appreciable.
Your committee feel that whatever acts of their public lives they
may h ereafter find reason to wish undone, they shall ever recur with
u nalloyed satisfaction to their votes and efforts in behalf of an object like the p resent. Even while admitting the claims of national
honor and national glory, the heart sickens at the. contemplation
o f the incalculable sum of evil and suffering which war never fails
to inflict; and even the more peaceful measures of public policy,
i n which party zeal is enlisted , if we can believe a tithe of what
is urged-sincerely and honestly urged-against each rival scheme,
must, in more or fewer cases, cause private distress, and work inj ury and even wrong to individual interests. liow pleasant to find,
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even in this hall, an act to do, in which men of all parties can
j oin as in one of pure beneficence; an act that shall call down on
our heads the blessings of the poor and affii cted , that shall work
wrong to none, and confer inappreciable b enefits on mul titudes, by
diminishing the great sum of human ignorance and w retch ednes .

•
•
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APPENDIX.
TABLE I.'

Number of deaf and dumb in eaclt State and Territory in tke Union
in 1840.
1.

STATES WHICH HAVE INSTITUTIONS.

STAT.ES.

..

Re~resen_t•
auves in
Congress.

-

De.it nnd Jumb.
Whiie.

I

Colored.

' '

New York ......................... .

Pennsy Ivania ...................... .

Ohio . ................. . ........... .

Indiana • • •• •• •••• : • •••••• • ••••• . • • •
Illinois .•.••.••••.•••.•••. • ••.•..•••
Virgini a ........ . ....... .. . ; ....... .
North Carolina . •••••• . •••••.•••..••
Tennessee ..... . ......•...•.. . ......
..Kentu cky ........................ ..

<Jonnccticut ................ ... .. . . .

34

24
21

10
7
15

9
11

10
4

145
'

•

2.

1 , o:rn

'i8 1

559
297
]55
453
280
291
400
309

68
51
33
15
24
150
74
67
77
8

4,564 ,-567

STATES WHI Cll HAVE N O INSTITUTIONS •

"'Maine ..••••.•••.••.. . •. . .•... •• .••
""New Hampshire ...•••••..•.•••.••••
"'V ermont • • ••..••.•••..••.••• •••• • .
1tMassachusetts... • ••••••• . , • ••••.••.
• Rhode I sland • ••••••.••..•••••• • ••.
*New Jersey ...•••••••.••..••••• • •••
*Dela,vare ...• ...... . ...............
*Maryland ...................... . .. .
•south Carolina . ..••• . •.• . •••• . ••••.

7
4

4
10
2

5

1

6
7

222

13

181
135
273
74
164

17

178

66

65

140

9

2

3

15

8

78

N OTE.-Tbe States marked thus ( • ) , make provision for the education of their indige11t
deaf mUlos in the institutions of other States.
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S TATES WHICH HAVE N O I N ST ITUTI ONS -Continued.

Representatives in
Congre~s.

STATE S.

G eorgia . • • •••• • •••••••••• • • • •••• • ••
Alabama . •••• . • • •. • ••• • •••• . • • ••• • •
Mississippi ..•••.•• • •. • • • •• • • ••• •• • •
Louisiana .• • •• • •• . • • • •• • • . . .•• • •••.
Arkansas .• •••••• • •• • • ••.••••• • • • . • •
]\'.l 1ssouri . .. . •.•• • ••.••• • • . • ...• . .• •
Michigan ..••••.••• • •••••• • ••.•. •• ••
I owa . ......... .. ...... . .. . . . . . .... .

VVisconsin ... . .. ..... . ...... , ... . .. .

Flo rida .• . • . • . •.... . . ••. . • • . . . • . ••.
T ex as l estimated) . .. ............... .
District of Columbia .............. ..

Deaf and dumb.

White.

Colored.

193
173
64

53

40
126
31
10

27

30

2
JO

.2 , 148

424

8
7
4
4

64

28
17

42

1

5
3
1
1
1
2

83

I

2

2
4

5
14

8

4

TABLE II.

Number of wldte deaf and dumb in each section of the Union.

New England ... .... ..... . ... .
Middle States . .. .. ........... .
So uthern Atl antic Stat es .••••••
S ou th west ern S tates . . • ••• • ••••
Northwest ern S tates .. . • • •• • •••

248
545

621

405

344

354
352

1, 919

2,056

'377

584
853
318

362

357

39 :f

361

~ 10_1 _

•
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TABLE III.
Proportions of deaf and dumb to tlie white population of tlie sa;me
ages.

I

New EnglanJ ..••••.• , ••
Middle States ...•. .. ••••
Southern Atlantic States.
Southwestern States .••••
Northwestern States.. .. .
Tlie whole Union in 1840.
Th~ whole Union in 1830.

Under 14.

14 to 25.

1 : 3,060
1 : 3,207
1 : 2,560
1 : 2,664
1 : 3,882
1: 3,062
1: 2,716

1 : 1,397

.

25 and upwards.

-

1 : 1,605
1: 1,957
1 : 1,438
1 : 1,873
1 : 2,642
1: 1,871
1 : 1,996

1 : 1,660
1 : 1 ,415
1 : 1,472
1 : 1,902
1:1,558
1 : 1,278

From these tables it is evident that the returns are very imperfect with respect to the number of deaf mutes under fourteen yt>ars,
of whom it would seem hardly one- half are returned. On this supposition the following table has been formed. Doubling the number returned, as under fourteen, we have-

TABLE IV.
White deaf and White population.
dumb.

New England ..•.•• .. ..•
Middle States ...•.•.••.•
Southern Atlantic States.
Southwestern States .. .••
N~rthwestern States ..• .•

'l 1442
2,574
1,629
1,555
1,401

2,212,165
4,465,154
2,240,991
2,322,601
2,938,807

8,601

14,189,218

Ratio.

.

1:
I :
I:
I :
1:

1,534
1,735
1,375
I ,500
2 , 097

1 : 1,649

Allowing an increase of one-fifth !:'in.ce 1840, th e .p resent number
of white deaf mutes (in 1847) will be 10>321. There were 9'7T
colored deaf mutes returned in 1840.

Rep. No. 49 l.
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T A BLE

y.

Principal European institutions f or the deaf and dumb.

I

Institotions.

London .•• .•.. , ...•..•••••
Manchester .....•. , •• . .••••
Doncaster . . • .• • , ...•..•••.
Edin burgh ..••.•••...•... ,
Gla sgow ... •. ..• . •••••..•.
Dublin ... •....•.•.. . • •..• •
Paris ..•..•. . .••. . , •• , ••••
l3ordeaux
Cacn . ... . . ...... . .. ... . , •.
Genoa ..... . .....•.••••. • •
Vienna ....•... • .••...•..• •
B erlin •. , • .• .• .... , •. , ..••
L eipsig .. , , •••...•.•••.•• •
:Bruges .. .• , . •• , • . , • • • • • • • ·
Groningcn, H olland ., .•..••
Copenhagen .. ... , • •.••.•• •
S chleswig .... . . ... ........
St. P etersburg .•••.••••• •• •

....... ..........

•

Founded.

Principals.

1792
1824
1829
1810
1819
1816
1760
1786
1816
1801
1779
1788
1778
1831
1790
1807
1799
1816

Thomas J. Watson.
Andrew Patterson .
Charles Baker ....•
Robert Kinni burgh.
Duncan Anderson • •
James Cooke ..• • • •
De Lanneau .. . ••••
Valade Tabel ..• • ••
Jamet
Doselli
Venus ............
Saegert ..••..•....
Reic
Carton .. ... , . .•• , .
C. & ,R. Guyot . ...
H eiberg ...........
Hin sen ..• , •.. , ..•
Henry .• , •••• .. •..

Pupils.

.... ........
.. .........

.. ...........

I
1

28().
80
80
74
70
122
160
100
127
84
75
70
60
90
161
100
94
97

1,
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TA:BLE VI.

Number of institutions and pupils in each country.

-

I

Institutions.

Great Britain and Ireland .•...•..••••.•••
France ....•••.•.•. . • • ..• • , • • • • • • y • • • • •

1

1 ,000
1,576
259
241
213
560
100
158
350
50
254
145
400
700
20

172

6,026

16

43
9

Italy ........ .... •.... .... .. . ... . .. .....

10

Switzerland ....••.••..••.••••.•• , . , , • • • •
Austria .... • ••.••••.••..••. .. •..•• • • • • • ·
.Prussia ....•.•.•.•...•.•...•••. ..•• , • • • •
:Bavaria ..••..•• • • • •.•. • .... , ..•..••. • • •
Wurtembu.rg and Baden .•••.•.•..•••••••.
Other German States ............... . .. ..
German Free Cities ..••.•••••.•.• . .••..••
Denmark, Norway and Sweden ........••..
Russia and Polancl . .. ..... ........... ... .
:Belgium and Holland ... ....... ...... .. ..
United States of America .....•..• •..•. ..•
British I ndia ••• • • •. • • ..••• ••• •.•. • . ..•• •

9
25
10 ·
6
15
4
4
2
8
10

1,

Pupils.

In most of the above countries the provision is very far from
adequate. The number of deaf mutes in Europe is estimated at
150,000, of whom 25 ,oOO ought to be constantly in school in order
t o educate the whole. I n the United States, .at least 2,000 ought
to be constantly under instruction.

TABLE VII.

1-,l
O')

.llrnerican instittelions for the deaf and dumb.
'

Institutions.

Principals.

-

Hartford, Connecticut ..••••••••••
Ne,vYorlc ..................... ,

Philadelphia ........... . ........
D anville, Kentucky ••••.•.•••.•• ,
Columbus, Ohio ..•••.•••• • ..•••.
Staunton, Virginia ...............
Indianapolis, Indiana .•• •• , ...••••
Knoxville, Tennessee ..•...••..• ,
Raleigh, North Carolina ...•••••• ,
J acksonville, Illinois .............

=

Follllded.

-

~-

1817.
1818
1821
1824
1829
1639
1843
1844
1845
1845

- - - - - ::=-.- ~

- = - -1Teachers Pupils.

-

Le"'is Weld ...... ..............
II. P. Peet .••••..• •...•.•.•.•..
A. B. liutton ...................
J. A. Jacobs ....................
H. N. Hubbell. .......... .. .....
J. D. Tyler ...... .. ...... ......
Jas. S. Bro"1 n .... . . ..... . .......
Thos. ]\IIcintyre ...•.•..• . •.•.•••
\Vm. D. Cooke• .................
Thos. Officer ..•••• . ..•.•••.• • •.
'

-·

---

-·-··-

10
10
7
2
6

196
208
106
35
104

1
1
2
1

50
20
23
20

2

Date of information.

87

December, 184
January, 184,7.
January, 184
184·
184

January, 184,7.
November, 184
November, 184
January, 184
October, 184

"?

,..

9

(.:,

799

-----

---

•

